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destroy only a couple of animals at a time ? It only means
that man has become a bigger animal than what he was in the
past. And this implies that rather than moving forward, he
has taken a backward step. Real progress implies a state of
mind which shall adopt straight forwardness in all actions
(arjavam sarvakaryeshu) and entertain this faith that death
through Dharma is better than victory through a sinful act.
(dharmena nidharam shreyo, najayah papakarmana) Passion,
hate, delusion, exhilaration, dejection, conceit, anger, pride,
laziness, being pained at other's prosperity and such other
things have become prominent features of modern man. The
result is that he has spoiled his environment. He cannot get
peace. He has to rise to a position where forbearance,
fortitude, non-injury, equanimity, truthfulness, straightfor-
wardness, conquest of the senses, adeptness in the discharge
of one's duties, softness, a sense of shame at doing what ought
not to be done, absence of fickleness, non-wretchedness,
absence of flurrying contentment, sweet speech, non-hurting
and freedom from envy become natural habits. He then
becomes a man of wisdom and does not try to harm any
person through act, mind or speech.

Man can attain this state of real progress, because a man
has the capacities of a god as well as a beast. Man's progress
lies in becoming a god, a being who has realized his intrinsic
nature, and not in becoming a more ferocious beast or re-
maining at the level of animal. Rationality must flower in
the form of higher knowledge (Prajna). Merely living at the
level of pleasures of sex and eating is not real progress, what-
ever amount of material inventions may be there. Man suffers
sot because of absence of material comforts, but because of
lack of higher knowledge. No amount of talks of socialism
and communism can save mankind till man rises to the point
of higher wisdom.

The worid shall have to reach, the frontiers of this higher
wisdom sooner or later. However, it is in the hands of men